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Calf management practices in dairy animals of rural and
urban area under milk shed of South Gujarat

V. S. PRAJAPATI, R. R. SINGH, N. B. JADAV, P. S. SHARMA AND S. V.  UNDHAD

ABSTRACT : A field study was conducted to collect the information on calf management practices followed by the dairy animal
owners of Navsari district of South Gujarat. Two hundred respondents of 10 villages having elite dairy animals were included in
the study. Majority of respondents (97.67%) of Navsari district attended calving and took care of the calves after parturition while
only 2.33 per cent of the respondents didn’t do so. Barring 3.5 per cent of the respondents of rural area all others in rural as well
as in urban areas attended calving and took care of the calves after the parturition. It was found that majority of the (83%)
respondents cleaned the calf soon after calving and remaining 17 per cent of the farmers didn’t followed this practice. The practice
of cleaning of the calves just after calving was practiced by 74.5 per cent of the rural and all respondents of the urban areas.Around
40.5 per cent of rural and 61 per cent of the urban respondents allowed the calves to suckle their dams before expulsion of placenta
whereas 59.5 (rural) and 39 (urban) per cent of respondents allowed the calves to suckle their dams only after the expulsion of
placenta.
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